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❖ Thank you

❖ For the invitation to conduct this workshop

❖ For your interest in it.
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We Don’t Know Where to Start
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❖ We want to be welcoming of anybody and everybody…

❖ But when it comes to disability we hesitate,

❖ We don’t know what to say

❖ We don’t know what to do

❖ We are afraid we will say or do the wrong thing
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❖ We don’t know what it will cost

❖ We don’t have enough resources

❖ We don’t know how much time this will take

❖ We have always done things this way

❖ We don’t make accommodations for everyone!
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–Brian Brock

Disability: Living into the diversity of Christ’s body. p. 135

“Fear of doing the wrong thing 
makes it easy not to do anything.” 

7



❖ Small, simple steps,  from to to with…

❖ moving from ignorance (People have disabilities!)

❖ to interest (how can we help?) 

❖ to intention, (we can do that)

❖ to investment, (you belong here)

❖ to involvement (you can serve too)
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❖ Removing barriers

❖ Architecture

❖ Communication

❖ Attitudes
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Accessibility 
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Accessibility 

❖ Can people get in to your building?

❖ Can they see that they can get into your building?
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Lakeview, Rockport, ME
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❖ Sacred space was often elevated from the street level of 
the outside world. (Entered by stairs)

❖ Sanctuary often placed above fellowship halls. (More 
stairs)

❖ Sanctuaries often have step-up areas within them. 
(Communion table space, pulpit)

❖ Restrooms were often not present, or were 
modifications to older buildings.
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❖ “It is often easier for a person with a disability to get a 
beer at a bar than it is to enter a church to pray.”

❖ John R. Dunne, speaking about ADA

❖ N.B. The ADA does not apply to religious organizations 
and entities controlled by religious organizations. Thus, 
under the act, churches do not have to be handicapped 
accessible.
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❖ Parkways and Walkways (First impressions)

❖ Ramps and Railings

❖ Elevators and lifts

❖ Stairs

❖ Doors, Doorways, and Thresholds

❖ Seating (Wheelchair spaces, armchairs)

❖ Restrooms
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❖ Water Fountains (add a cup dispenser)

❖ Telephones (or wifi accessibility)
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❖ Sound Systems

❖ Assistive Listening Systems (ALS)

❖ American Sign Language Interpreters
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❖ Lighting

❖ Large Print, Braille

❖ Signage
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Accessibility Survey
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For more information, visit irresistiblechurch.org 

 Church Facility 
Accessibility Checklist 

 
 
 
Basic Accessibility 

 Is it possible to get from a parked car 
into the building without using stairs?  

 Are 1 in 25 parking spaces handicap 
accessible?  

 Do any platforms extend at least 1’ 
beyond each side of the doorway they 
service?  

 Are all fire alarms in working order?  
 
Signage 

 Is there a slightly raised and brightly 
colored abrasive strip to warn of open 
staircases?  

 Are the signage letters and numbers 
sized for optimal reading at the 
required distances?  

 Are permanent room signs located on 
walls adjacent to the door’s latch side 
or on the nearest wall?  

 Can a person approach signs within 3” 
without running into an object or 
standing in a swinging door?  

 
Restrooms 

 Is an accessible restroom located on 
every floor?  

 Do entrance vestibules, doors and 
vision screens allow sufficient 
clearance for wheelchair passage?  

 Is there at least one stall that is 36” 
wide or the preferred 42”?  

 Do stalls have a turning space 5’x5’ for 
easy wheelchair use?  

 Are grab bars securely fastened to the 
wall on each side?  

 
 
 

 
 
Worship Center 

 Are sound levels adequate for persons 
with hearing impairments? Can the 
sound be amplified with an induction 
loop or mini-broadcasting systems?  

 Is the lighting adequate to enable 
persons to worship? Can speakers or 
interpreters be easily seen without 
shadows?  

 Are large print Bibles, hymnals and 
bulletins available?  

 Are multiple locations provided for 
wheelchair seating?  

 Can people take communion without 
climbing steps?  

 Do ramps have smooth-surfaced 
handrails on both sides?  

 Is at least one primary entrance to 
each building usable by individuals in 
wheelchairs?  

 Are doorway openings 36” wide or 
more?  

 Are doors operable by a single effort?  
 Are there any automatic doors?  
 Are door sills safe and free from safe 

inclines or abrupt changes? 
 
Additional Items 

 Does each floor have a disability 
accessible water fountain?  

 If the facility has multiple stories, are 
there elevators?  

 Are they easy to locate?  
 Is the elevator door opening at least 

36” wide?  
 Does the church own a wheelchair 

accessible van?  
 Does the church provide transportation 

for people who are unable to drive.
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Buddies
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❖ BUDDY MINISTRY TIPS by Faith Skillman 

❖ (https://engagingdisability.org/buddy-tips/)

❖ “One of the most effective means churches have for providing 
needed supports for children, teens, and adults who have 
disabilities is a buddy ministry. Adult or peer volunteers can 
assist people with disabilities in discipleship, skill 
development, and navigating church life. Buddies can be 
useful in many settings: Sunday School, small groups, 
worship services, choir, and fellowship settings. But the 
greatest contribution buddies can have is in facilitating 
healthy friendships between people with disabilities, 
themselves, and others.”
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❖ We have provided buddies for

❖ Some kids in Sunday school

❖ Some adults during worship

❖ Can be easily adapted to help during Sunday school, 
nursery, during worship, VBS, etc.
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❖ Buddies are simply friends who help at a particular time 
or place.

❖ You’ve got a friend in me…

❖ Provide safety

❖ Help with participation

❖ Assist with communication

❖ Provide help with behavior issues

❖ Part of discipleship
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❖ Select your volunteers

❖ Train your volunteers

❖ Listen to the family

❖ Move beyond your church building
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❖ PCA, MNA

❖ https://engagingdisability.org/

❖ Joni and Friends, Irresistible Church Series (Broadly 
Evangelical.

❖ https://www.joniandfriends.org/ministries/church-
training-resources/irresistible-church-training-series/
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❖ Luke 14:12–14 (Serving for the payback)

❖ [12] He said also to the man who had invited him, 
“When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite 
your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be 
repaid. [13] But when you give a feast, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind, [14] and you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the just.” (ESV)
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❖ 1 Corinthians 12:22–26

❖ [22] On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, [23] and on those parts of the body 
that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and 
our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, [24] 
which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has 
so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that 
lacked it, [25] that there may be no division in the body, but 
that the members may have the same care for one another. 
[26] If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together. (ESV)
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