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e Thursday, November 2

12:00 - 4:30 PM Arrival

5:00 - 7:00 PM Dinner

7:00 - 7:30 PM Welcome/Devotional Rev. Chris Cashen

7:30 - 8:20 PM CDM Session #1:  
Overview of PDC Mandate & Role of CDM

Mr. David Nakhla

8:20 - 8:30 PM Break

8:30 - 9:00 PM PDC Reports (3 PDCs; 10 min. each)

9:00 - 10:00 PM Fellowship

Friday, November 3

7:00 - 8:00 AM Breakfast

8:00 - 8:15 AM Scripture Reading & Prayer Rev. Chris Cashen

8:15 - 9:15 AM CMC Session #1: Diaconal Needs & Counseling 
Pastors

Rev. John Fikkert

9:15 - 9:30 AM Break

9:30 - 10:30 AM CDM Session #2: Assisting Churches & Mission 
Works without Deacons

Rev. John Shaw

10:30 - 11:00 AM PDC Reports (3 PDCs; 10 min each)

11:00 - 11:15 AM Group Photo & Break

11:15 AM - 12:10 PM CDM Session #3: Promoting & Encouraging  
Diaconal Work in Presbytery

Mr. Tim Hopper

12:10 - 12:30 PM Q/A & Sharing

12:30 - 1:30 PM Lunch & PDC Reports (3 PDC’s; 10 min. each) Mr. David Nakhla

1:30 - 2:30 PM CMC Session #2: Obadiah Fund & Workshop Rev. John Fikkert

2:30 - 3:00 PM Brainstorming:  
What can the CMC & CDM do for you?

3:00 - 3:15 PM Break

3:15 - 4:00 PM CDM Session #4: Case Study: PSE Response to the 
Kentucky Flood

Mr. Seth Long & 
Mr. Mike Cloy

4:00 - 4:30 PM Conference Wrap-Up

5:00 - 7:00 PM Dinner Off-site

7:00 - 9:00 PM Fellowship

Saturday, November 4

7:00 - 8:00 AM Breakfast

All sessions will be held in “Ballroom AB” and meals will be in the “Grand Court” room of the Comfort 
Suites, Chicago, IL 

Post Summit: Help us 
with future summits by 
taking our brief survey! 
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Name Email Phone Church Name City State Office Pres.

Scott Allen scottallen1967@msn.
com

(303) 349-
4958

Emmanuel 
OPC 

Fort Collins CO Elder POD

Archibald Allison allison.1@opc.org (970) 308-
5268

Emmaus OPC Fort Collins CO Pastor POD

David Askey daskey00@gmail.com (215) 385-
4131

Trinity OPC Hatboro PA Deacon PPH

Jeremy Brandenburg jeremy.brandenburg@
icloud.com

(267) 584-
7024

Redeemer 
OPC

Carlisle PA Pastor PCPA

Jeffrey Carter jscarter84@gmail.com (910) 663-
1348

Sovereign 
Grace OPC

Hickory NC Pastor PSE

Chris Cashen cbcashen@gmail.com (757) 717-
0040

Trinity 
Reformed 
OPC

Lanham MD Pastor PMA

Nicholas Cirola nicholastcirola@gmail.
com

(631) 525-
6097

Trinity OPC 
Long Island 

Syosset NY Deacon PCSNY

Mike Cloy opcmikecloy@gmail.
com

(803) 673-
4645

Landis OPC Marion NC Elder PSE

David Cornette pastordavid@
calvarychurchcg.com

(920) 889-
3834

Calvary OPC Cedar Grove WI Pastor PWM

Mitchell Costello mitchellcostello@
gmail.com

(925) 819-
2010

Delta Oaks 
OPC

Pittsburg CA Deacon PNCNV

Adrian Crum adrian.crum@
harvestopc.org

(951) 515-
2816

Harvest OPC Wyoming MI Pastor PMO

Jeff Davis jeffdavis307@gmail.
com

(231) 239-
0869

Cedar OPC Jenison MI Deacon PMO

Greg De Jong gkdejong@comcast.
net

(630) 476-
0007

Bethel OPC Wheaton IL Elder PMW

Steve Ethridge steveethridge73@
gmail.com

(360) 749-
1922

Reformation 
OPC

Olympia WA Elder PNW

John Fikkert john.fikkert@opc.org (641) 651-
0346

Hope 
Reformed 
OPC

Pella IA Pastor PMW

Bob A Freeman rafreeman@usa.net (973) 493-
0891

Calvary 
Community 
OPC

Phillipsburg NJ Elder PNJ

Peter Haines peterhaines
heating@gmail.com

(928) 892-
8201

Concho  
Valley OPC

Concho AZ Elder PSC

Harold Hamstra halhamstra@gmail.
com

(708) 363-
8151

Covenant 
OPC

Orland Park IL Deacon PMW

Kent Harding kentwharding@gmail.
com

(573) 996-
4287

Sovereign 
Grace  
Reformed 
Church

Doniphan MO Pastor PMW

Tim Hopper tdhopper@gmail.com (434) 906-
5120

Shiloh  
OPC

Raleigh NC Deacon PSE

Lynne Hunter lfhunter1@gmail.com (616) 341-
5290

Harvest OPC Wyoming MI Deacon PMO

Nathan Kent nathanwkent@gmail.
com

(503) 537-
8082

Trinity OPC Newberg OR Deacon PNW

Bob Keys bobkeys50@hotmail.
com

(614) 284-
8630

Grace OPC Columbus OH Deacon POH
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Name Email Phone Church Name City State Office Pres.

Chris Linhardt chris.linhardt.oh@
gmail.com

(937) 475-
3476

Redeemer OPC Phillipsburg OH Deacon Ohio

Seth Long seth.long@home-
sinc.work

(606) 
634-2426

Neon Reformed 
OPC

Neon KY Elder PSE

Jim Lucas lucasjl@snet.net (203) 812-
9862

Westminster 
OPC

Hamden CT Deacon PCSNY

John MacLennan johnandbecca@
gmail.com

(226) 504-
4392

Covenant OPC Komoka MI Deacon PMO

Stuart McKim stuart@mckims.
net

(760) 975-
2191

New Geneva 
OPC

Idaho Falls ID Deacon PNW

Vince Morano Kb9zot@gmail.
com

(414) 232-
8302

Calvary OPC Cedar 
Grove 

WI Deacon PWM

David Nakhla david.nakhla@
opc.org

(562) 760-
7606

Calvary OPC Glenside PA Elder PPH

Pete Onnink peteopc@hot-
mail.com

(920) 207-
3795

Covenant Orland Park IL Deacon PMW

Alexander Patocs alexander@pa-
tocspack.com

(623) 687-
4868

Providence 
OPC

Scottsdale AZ Deacon PSC

Bill Rozier billrozierconsult-
ing@gmail.com

(520) 955-
2532

Covenant OPC Tucson AZ Deacon PSC

Ed Schnitzel eschnitzel@
gmail.com

(267) 210-
4159

Calvary OPC Glenside PA Deacon PPH

Benjamin Schultz benjamin@lnpca.
church

(813) 304-
5574

Lake Nona 
Presbyterian 
Church

Lake Nona FL Deacon PCA

Scott Shallenberger foresterscott83@
gmail.com

(540) 484-
2574

Grace Lynchburg VA Elder PSE

John Shaw john.shaw@opc.
org

(651) 319-
2676

Calvary Glenside PA Pastor PPH

Michael Shingler mshingler1@
gmail.com

(570) 594-
2670

Hope  
Presbyterian 
Church

Syracuse NY Pastor PNYNE

John Stahl jhswde56@gmail.
com

(302) 220-
3782

Emmanuel OPC Wilmington DE Deacon PPH

Joe Troutman troutman.jo-
seph@gmail.com

(817) 488-
1133

Mid Cities Pres-
byterian Church

Bedford TX Pastor PSW

Ken VanderMolen starman4443@
gmail.com

(616) 308-
2770

Harvest OPC Wyoming MI Elder PMO

Chris Wagner chris.wgnr2014@
gmail.com

(908) 752-
7344

Church of the  
Covenant

Hackett-
stown

NJ Deacon PNJ

Pat Whitmore pkwhitmore7@
gmail.com

(301) 473-
7898

Ketoctin Cove-
nant Presbyteri-
an Church

Purcellville VA Deacon PMA
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Members

OPC Committee on Diaconal Ministries 
2023-2024 Roster 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
Class of 2024 
Chris Cashen 
Ron de Ru 
Tim Hopper 
 

Class of 2025 
Adrian Crum 
Peter Haines 
John Voss, Jr 

Class of 2026 
Seth Long 
John Stahl 
Joseph Troutman 

 
OFFICERS 

 
    President:    Seth Long 
    Vice President:  Tim Hopper 
     Secretary:   Chris Cashen 
     Treasurer:   John Voss, Jr. 
 
 

SUBCOMMITTEES 
 

Administration & Finance Subcommittee (AFS) 
Seth Long (Chairman) 
Chris Cashen 
Peter Haines 
John Voss, Jr. 
 

Aid Request Subcommittee (ARS) 
Seth Long (Chairman) 
Ron de Ru 
John Stahl 
John Voss, Jr. 

Disaster Response Subcommittee (DRS) 
John Voss, Jr. (Chairman) 
Ron de Ru 
Seth Long 
Joseph Troutman 
 
 

Diaconal Training Subcommittee (DTS) 
Tim Hopper (Chairman) 
Chris Cashen 
Adrian Crum 
Peter Haines 
John Stahl 

Missionary Deacon Subcommittee (MDS) 
Chris Cashen (Chairman) 
Ron de Ru 
Peter Haines 
Tim Hopper 

Refugee Ministry Subcommittee (RMS) 
Chris Cashen (Chairman) 
Adrian Crum 
Ron de Ru 
John Voss 
 

STAFF 
 
  Administrator:     David Nakhla 
  Communications Coordinator: Trish Duggan 
  Administrative Assistant:    Allison Groot 

 
 

Rev 10/24/23 
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REV. CHRIS  
CASHEN

Pastor
Trinity Reformed OPC  
(Lanham, MD)
Presbytery of the  
Mid-Atlantic
CDM Secretary
CDM Class of 2024  
Subcommittees: Diaconal 
Training, Missionary Deacon, 
Refugee Ministry, Admin. & 
Finance 

Associate Pastor
Harvest OPC (Wyoming, MI)
Presbytery of Michigan and 
Ontario
CDM Class of 2025
Subcommittees: Refugee 
Ministry, Diaconal Training

Deacon
Sovereign Grace OPC (Oak 
Harbor, WA)
Presbytery of the  
Northwest
Class of 2024 
Subcommittees: Aid  
Request, Disaster Response, 
Missionary Deacon, 
Refugee Ministry

MR. RONALD 
C. de RU

Elder
Concho Valley 
OPC (Concho, AZ)
Presbytery of 
Southern California
CDM Class of 2025 
Subcommittees:
Admin. & Finance, 
Diaconal Training, 
Missionary Deacon

MR. PETER 
HAINES

Deacon
Shiloh OPC  
(Raleigh, NC)
Presbytery of the 
Southeast
CDM Vice President
CDM Class of 2024
Subcommittees:
Diaconal Training, 
Missionary Deacon 

MR. TIM  
HOPPER

MR. SETH  
LONG

Elder
Neon Reformed OPC (Neon, KY)
Presbytery of the Southeast
CDM President
CDM Class of 2023 
Subcommittees: Administration 
and Finance, Aid Request, Disaster 
Response

MR. JOHN H. 
STAHL

Deacon
Emmanuel OPC  
(Wilmington, DE)
Presbytery of Philadelphia
CDM Class of 2026
Subcommittees:  
Aid Request, Diaconal Training

REV. JOSEPH L.  
TROUTMAN

Pastor
Mid Cities OPC (Bedford, TX)
Presbytery of the Southwest
CDM Class of 2026
Subcommittees: Disaster Response

MR. JOHN J.  
VOSS, JR.

Deacon
Covenant OPC  (Orland Park, IL)
Presbytery of the Midwest
CDM Class of 2025  
CDM Treasurer
Subcommittees: Administration 
and Finance, Aid Request, Disaster 
Response, Refugee Ministry

MR. DAVID NAKHLA
Elder
Calvary OPC (Glenside, PA)
Presbytery of Philadelphia
CDM Administrator
Ex-Officio Subcommittees:
Administration and Finance: Aid 
Request; Diaconal Training;  
Disaster Response; Missionary 
Deacon Subcommittee 

MRS. TRISH DUGGAN  
CDM  Communications Coordinator
New Hope OPC 
Bridgeton, NJ

M
EM

BE
RS

ST
A

FF

REV. ADRIAN  
R. CRUM
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Class of 2024
Darren S. Thole [M]
Providence OPC
Huntsville, AL
8311 Anslee Way NW
Huntsville, AL 35806
Mobile: 256-289-0690
tholedj123@gmail.com

Ken Vander Molen [RE]
Harvest OPC 
Wyoming, MI
4443 Restmor Street SW
Grandville, MI 49418
Mobile: 616-308-2770
starman4443@gmail.com

John A. Hartley [M]
Apple Valley OPC
Appleton, WI
1312 Westwood Dr.
Neenah, WI 54956
Mobile: 920-225-9667
hartley.1@opc.org

STANDING SUB COMMITTEES
Pastoral Care
Doug Watson (Chair)
Ken Vander Molen
Ron Pearce

Resource Development
Greg De Jong (Chair)
John Hartley
Darren Thole
Richard Ellis
Brett McNeill

Financial Planning
John Hearn
Greg DeJong
John Fikkert

The Committee on Ministerial Care
Directory of Members 

2024-2026

Class of 2025
John E. Hearn [RE]
Lake Sherwood
Orlando, FL
439 Valley View Dr.
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Mobile 407-385-9081
jhearn81773@gmail.com

Brett McNeill [M]
Reformation OPC 
Olympia, WA 
4122 20th LN NW
Olympia, WA 98502
Mobile: 360-545-3038
pastorbrett@protonmail.com

Ron E. Pearce [M]
Church of the Covenant 
Hackettstown, NJ
11 Christine Pl
Washington, NJ 07882
Mobile: 908-328-3079
rpearce@spynet.com

Officers
President: Doug Watson
Vice-President: Greg  
De Jong
Secretary: Darren Thole
Treasurer: Ken Vander  
Molen

Staff
John Fikkert, Director
614-651-0346
 john.fikkert@opc.org

Sharon Jeromin,  
Administrator
215-935-1027
sharon.jeromin@opc.org

Anneka Fesko, Care  
Coordinator for Minister’s 
Wives 
760-670-6973
careforwives@opc.org

Class of 2026 
Doug Watson [M]
Redeemer OPC
Waipahu, HI 
94-1121 Polinahe Pl.
Waipahu, HI 96797
Mobile 949-246-3705
rev.watson@ 
redeemerhawaii.org

Greg De Jong [RE]
Bethel OPC 
Wheaton, IL 
1S480 Domartin Pl
Winfield, IL 60190
Mobile: 630-476-0007
gkdejong@comcast.net

Richard Ellis [M]
Faith OPC (Retired) 
Elmer, NJ
165 Watsons Mill Rd
Pittsgrove, NJ 08318
Mobile: 301-676-3403
ellis.1@opc.org

Scheduled Meeting Dates
• January 16-17- Orlando, FL
• March 27-28 – Wheaton, IL
• August 20-21 – Wheaton, IL

OPC Administrative Offices
Committee On Ministerial Care
607 Easton Rd, Bldg E 
Willow Grove, PA 19090
Office: (215) 830-0900
FAX: (215) 830-0350
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Mr. David Nakhla
Administrator 

for the OPC  
Committee on  

Diaconal  
Ministries

	x The Network of Deacons

	x The Linchpin of that Network.

	x The Proposed Mandate for the PDC

	x Baby Steps Forward
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Rev. John Fikkert
Director of The 
OPC Committee 
on Ministerial 

Care 
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•	 The non-negotiable: elder oversight of every mission work

•	 The negotiable (?): deacon oversight of every mission work

•	 The danger of ignoring mercy ministry in a mission work

Some examples to consider
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Rev. John Shaw 
OPC General 

Secretary for 
Home Missions 

and Church 
Extension
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Mr. Tim Hopper 
Deacon 

Shiloh OPC 
Raleigh, NC

PDC Chairman, 
Presbytery of 
the Southeast
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“[A PDC…] promotes, encourages and coordinates diaconal work within the presbytery.” 
—from the “Proposed Mandate for the Work of the PDC”

WAYS IN WHICH YOUR PDC HAS PROMOTED AND ENCOURAGED DIACONAL 
WORK:

WAYS IN WHICH YOUR PDC COULD CONSIDER PROMOTING AND ENCOURAG-
ING DIACONAL WORK:



17

N
O

V
EM

BER 2-4, 2023 IN CHICAGO, IL
LIN

O
IS

PR
ES

BY

TERY DIACONAL SUM
M

IT

P D S  V  2 0 2 3

N
otes



18

N
O

V
EM

BER 2-4, 2023 IN CHICAGO, IL
LIN

O
IS

PR
ES

BY

TERY DIACONAL SUM
M

IT

P D S  V  2 0 2 3

CM
C 

Se
ss

io
n 

#2
: O

ba
di

ah
 F

un
d 

W
or

ks
ho

p

Rev. John Fikkert
Director of The 

OPC Committee 
on Ministerial Care 



19

N
O

V
EM

BER 2-4, 2023 IN CHICAGO, IL
LIN

O
IS

PR
ES

BY

TERY DIACONAL SUM
M

IT

P D S  V  2 0 2 3

N
otes



20

N
O

V
EM

BER 2-4, 2023 IN CHICAGO, IL
LIN

O
IS

PR
ES

BY

TERY DIACONAL SUM
M

IT

P D S  V  2 0 2 3

CD
M

 S
es

si
on

 #
4:

  
PS

E 
D

ia
co

na
l C

om
m

itt
ee

 R
es

po
ns

e 
to

 K
en

tu
ck

y 
Fl

oo
d

Mr. Mike Cloy 
Elder, Landis 

OPC, Marion, NC

Mr. Seth Long
Elder, Neon 

Reformed OPC, 
Neon, KY

1.  Why did the PSE Diaconal Committee Respond to Neon OPC? (slide 1)

A.     Guard against trusting the means of creation over trusting the power of 

God.

B.     Reflect resurrection glory, not worldly fear – death does not win!

2.  Where did the PSE Diaconal Committee’s response to Neon fit with the Neon 

Church? (slides 2 and 3)

A.     To assist the Neon Session in administering mercy to restore the peace 

of worship.

B.     To demonstrate the love of Christ to the Regional Church.

3.  What did the PSE Diaconal Committee’s response learn about Neon’s prepara-

tion for disaster? (slides 4 and 5)

A.     The critical need for Deacons who know their sheep and the region’s 

nuances.

B.     The concept of a provisional Deacon as part of a mission work provi-

sional session.

4.  How did the PSE Diaconal Committee support the Session of Neon? (slides 6 

and 7)

A.     Established a proven operational framework to synchronize disaster 

response

B.     Remembered that the OPC needs the Neon Church as it is a picture of 

redemption to a “twice suffering” people.
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I. Reforms within Your Presbytery Diaconal Committee

1. Become acquainted with your fellow committee members.

2. Educate yourself regarding diaconal ministry in the OPC.

3. Establish a pattern of committee meetings.

4. Establish a pattern of presbytery attendance.

5. Ascertain the personal investment of fellow committee members.

6. Establish a protocol for responding to diaconal needs. 

7. Brainstorm regarding diaconal ministry opportunities.

II. Reforms Within Your Presbytery

1. Establish a pattern of reporting at presbytery meetings.

2. Establish contact with each of the retired ministers of the presbytery (or their widows).

3. Propose positive personnel changes to the committee.

4. Take initiative as a committee in the review of the terms of new calls.

5. Seek funding from the presbytery to maintain adequate reserves.

6. Propose appropriate changes to the by-laws. 

7. Verify adequate medical insurance for all the ministers of the presbytery.

III. Reforms Within Your Regional Church

1. Introduce your committee to each of the local diaconates.

2. Educate local diaconates on the protocol for receiving diaconal assistance.

3. Establish a roll of deacons within the presbytery (with gifts inventory).

4. Disseminate diaconal ministry updates to the local diaconates.

5. Communicate diaconal needs to the local diaconate.

6. Organize diaconal seminars or conferences for the presbytery.

7. Offer assistance to congregations without diaconates.N
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Proposed Mandate for the Work of the Presbytery Diaconal Committee (PDC)

1. Regarding Local Congregations

a.  Stands ready to assist local diaconates with matters that exceed their local re-

sources.

b. Stands ready to assist congregations and mission works without local deacons.

c. Promotes, encourages and coordinates diaconal work within the presbytery.

d. Communicates and promotes diaconal ministry opportunities within the presby-

tery.

e. Educates and encourages the presbytery to carry out diaconal responsibilities in 

response to various needs.

2. Regarding the CDM

a. Promotes the work of the CDM within the presbytery.

b. Serves as Presbytery’s liaison between the CDM and the churches of Presbytery 

in evaluating local requests for aid which the Presbytery is unable to provide for, 

and referring these to the CDM.

3. Regarding Disaster Relief

a. Promotes the work of disaster relief among the churches of our presbytery, in 

coordination with the CDM, other OPC presbyteries, and the broader church in 

general.

4. Regarding Ministers

a. Inquires and acts to ensure that every retired minister of the Presbytery, every 

minister’s widow and his dependent family have adequate resources to meet 

their normal needs.

b. Seeks to discover cases of pastors in need and gives them aid as they are able, if 

they judge that circumstances warrant such aid.

5. Regarding Anticipating Needs

a.  Assesses needs by conducting a survey of the financial needs of the churches in 

Presbytery.

b. Brings to the presbytery’s attention the work of other Christian relief agencies.

6. Regarding Diaconal Funds

a. Raises funds from the churches of Presbytery to meet particular needs that come 

to their attention.

b. Recommends an annual per capita amount.

c. Requests funds from the CDM.

7. Regarding Deacons of the Presbytery

a. Keeps a roll of active deacons of Presbytery and makes such a roll available to 

Presbytery.

b. Promotes contact between the local deacon boards.

Proposed M
andate for the W
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OPCCDM.org

TRAINING 
VIDEOS

where deacons can find resources and encouragement
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